10           PROBLEM OF SOVEREIGNTY
before I know, say, Berkeley Square and London;
from Berkeley Square and London I come to know
England. But in James' phrase, 'everything
you can think of, however vast or inclusive, has,
on the pluralistic view, a genuinely " external''
environment of some sort or amount. Things are
"with" one another in many ways, but nothing
includes everything or dominates everything. The
word "and" trails along after every sentence.
Something always escapes , . . the pluralistic
world is thus more like a federal republic than an
empire or a kingdom. However much may be
collected, however much may report itself as
present at any effective centre of consciousness
something else is self-governed and absent and
unreduced to unity/
We are urging that because a group or an indi-
vidual is related to some other group or individual
it is not thereby forced to enter into relations with
every other part of the body politic. When a
trade-union ejects one of its members for refusing
to pay a political levy it is not thereby bringing
itself into relations with the Mormon Church. A
trade-union as such has no connection with the
Mormon Church; it stands self-sufficient on its
own legs. It may work with the State, but it need
not do so of necessity. It may be in relations with
the State, but it is one with it and not of it. The
State, to use James' terms once more, is 'dis-
tributive' and not 'collective.' There are no
essential connections.